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s your commander has been the highlight of my cara

 

 

As I write, all of the applications for Wing 
Commander have been submitted and the SER 
selection committee is diligently working to pick the 
best possible command candidate for Florida Wing. 
The committee will make their recommendation to 
the SER Commander, who will in turn announce his 
decision, possibly by late December 2007. My 
tenure as Interim Wing Commander will end on 2 
February 2008 when the new Wing Commander 
assumes Command at the Wing Awards Banquet.  

Veterans Day Celebrations: Once again Florida 
Wing put forth a superb effort in support of Veterans 
Day celebrations across the state. We had 
exceptional performances from several unit color 
guards and drill teams from Tampa to Cape Coral 
and Lake City to Boca Raton. I am very proud of the 
efforts put forth by our cadets and our senior 
members in honoring those who served that we may 
continue to be free. 
performing homeland security 
and humanitarian missions for 
our state, develop our state’s 
youth, and educate our citizens 
on the importance of air and 
space power. 
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Happy Holidays one and all!  

Wow! Life has been wonderfully busy since I began serving as your Interim Commander. As 
this is my first opportunity to address you via the Gator CAPers, I wish to state foremost and 
without reservation, that this has been an exceptionally outstanding time in my life and that it 
is a genuine honor and singular privilege to be leading the finest personnel in the Civil Air 
Patrol.  

Since assuming command this past September, I have been traveling to units and activities 
all across the state. During my travels I have seen first hand the exemplary determination, 
professionalism and dedication which hallmark your actions. I have heard county and state 
officials sing your praises, and I have seen how your actions, large and small, touch the lives 
of others. Without question each of you is a shining example of why, in my humble opinion, 
this is the finest volunteer organization in the world. And while my tenure as Interim Wing 
Commander is necessarily brief, the memories will last a lifetime, -- without question, my time 

eer!  
Cadet Competition: We had an exceptional cadet competition, with eleven Color Guards and 
three Drill Teams vying for first place. My sincere appreciation to all involved in making the 
competition our best ever. Congratulations to all the competitors and their supporters for 
embodying our core values. And a special congratulations to our first place teams; the Group 2 
Color Guard and the Tamiami Composite Drill Team! These two outstanding teams will represent 
Florida Wing at the Southeast Region competition in March 2008.  

Emergency Services and Operations: The hurricane season is now over. However, during our 
“slow season” we continue to respond successfully to numerous requirements in all of our mission 
areas.                                                                                                         (continued on next page) 



Interim Wing Commander’s Message (continued)  
Special Activities: Our Special Activities Selection Board is set for 18 – 20 January 2008 at Patrick AFB. 
 
 Logistics: Florida Wing is scheduled to receive a comprehensive logistics inspection in January 2008. Our level of success 

during this inspection is the key to the lifting of the current freeze.  
 
Wing Conference: The Florida Wing Conference is set for 1 – 3 February 2008 at the Regal Sun Resort in Orlando. The Cadet 
Conference will be held in conjunction with the Wing Conference. This is our premier annual event where we recognize all of 
your hard work in the previous year. I encourage everyone to come and attend. We have exceptional hotel room rates and are 
preparing a conference program we believe all will enjoy.  As a reminder to receive the best (lowest) conference registration 
and hotel room rates, you must register on or before 20 December 2007. You will find additional information elsewhere in this 
issue on the Wing Website.  

Safety and Security: Semper Vigilans! Vigilance is frame of mind and 
an operational imperative which we must embrace. Our motto is not 
simply a collection of letters on a page or something to think about 
during a “real” operational mission. The words “Always Vigilant” should 
be an essential part of all of our actions and activities. Our motto is a 
rallying cry, and should be a constant reminder that we must include 
safety, security, situation awareness and operational risk management 
in all of our activities, in order to maximize our effectiveness and to 
ensure the protection of our most valuable resources, -- you, the 
officers, members and cadets who are the Florida Wing.  Remember 
the spirit and meaning of our motto, follow your procedures and live 
the words,-- Semper Vigilans -- Always Vigilant!   
 
 

 
Respectfully yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
ALVIN J. BEDGOOD, Lt Col, CAP 
Interim Commander Wing Commander’s Award Coin

Wreaths Across America Ceremonies
 

This year marks the sixteenth anniversary of wreaths 
from Maine being donated to decorate the graves at 
Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, VA, and the 
second year of a national campaign dubbed “Wreaths 
Across America” that will bring the same remembrance 
wreaths to over 230 national and state veterans’ 
cemeteries and monuments across the nation with 
fourteen in Florida.  The Civil Air Patrol Groups and 
Squadrons across the country are organizing the local 
ceremonies with the Worcester Wreath Company, and 
the wreaths are laid by current and former members of 
the military, public officials, CAP members and the 
general public. 
 
The ceremonies will be held on 

Saturday 15 December 2007 at 12:00.. 
See additional information and the list of locations at 
http://wreathsacrossamerica.org,  
 
Donations to support Wreaths Across America and 
other causes or programs may be made online at 
http://www.cap.gov/visitors/donations,  
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Wreaths Across America Ceremony in 2006 

http://wreathsacrossamerica.org
http://www.cap.gov/visitors/donations


 
 
There are deeply discounted room rates available and reduced conference registration fees for early registrants for the 
conference (by 20 December). Members registering online prior to 20 December will receive the new Florida Wing Challenge 
Coin and also a Florida Wing lapel pin for each banquet ticket. Banquet tickets will be very limited for purchase at the 
conference. 
 
The events at the Conference will be a social gathering Friday evening, the General Session and seminars including cadet 
orient topics and activities on Saturday, and the Banquet Saturday evening with a special guest speaker, award ceremonies 
and installation of the new Florida Wing Commander. Sunday morning will be a Town Meeting with a conclusion in time to get 
home for the Super Bowl. 
 
Find more information and register online at http://www.flwg.us and http://www.RegalSunResort.com or 1-800-624-4109. 

Please Note:  Florida Wing CAC Website 
 
The Florida Wing Cadet Advisory Council (CAC) website is frequently updated with important information and includes 
biographies of the Council representatives. Group CACs can have a subdomain created for their group. Find the CAC website 
at http://flwgcac.us. 

Florida Wing Conference, 1-3 February 2008 
Regal Sun Resort in the Walt Disney World Resort 
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AFA and CAP ‘Launch’ Successful Teacher Workshop 
By:  Virginia S Montalvo, Lt Col, CAP 

 
 

Maj Kathleen Foy (Commander of Crystal 
Lake MS Cadet Squadron), the 2006 AFA 
Teacher of the Year, was the presenter for 
the other activities of the day. One 
of the activities was the assembly by each 
teacher of a large PVC pipe launcher to take 
back to their school. Following the 
launch project, Maj Foy gave instructions on 
how to make paper rockets and safely launch 
the rockets. In the afternoon, Cadet Casey 
Martin from Maj Foy’s squadron gave a short 
ground school to the teachers and instructed 
them on flight simulators. 

In South Florida on 29 September, the Air Force Association in collaboration with Civil Air Patrol recently held their second 
successful annual all day Teacher Workshop for science and math teachers. Teachers of various levels and Aerospace 
Education Officers from several squadrons participated.  
  
The luncheon speaker, NASA Education Specialist, Les Gold encouraged the teachers to view Discovery's October liftoff 
because it would be the space shuttle's last trip. Future space flights will be in more traditional rocket-shaped spacecraft.  
  
The first presenter at the workshop, Mr. Peter Pompura, AFA's Teacher of the Year 2007, gave details on and advantages of 
implementing the NASA Explorer program in schools. His presentation on Satellites in the Classroom segment led to a 
interesting field experiment whereby teachers attempted to find their way around the base by solely using Global Positioning 
System coordinates. 
  
 
 
 

 
"Why aren't more teachers here?"  A few 
teachers exclaimed. "This is fabulous and 
we've learned so much". Civil Air Patrol looks 
forward to next year's event with even more 
participants! 
 
 
Photo by Virginia Montalvo, Lt Col, CAP 

http://www.flwg.us
http://www.RegalSunResort.com
http://flwgcac.us


 
Challenge Coin Tradition 
By:  David Moseley, Lt Col, CAP – Commander, Lake Composite Squadron 

 During WWI, a wealthy college man, who quit school to become a pilot, had coins struck for the members of his squadron. 
Shortly afterward one of the pilots was forced to land behind enemy lines where he was taken prisoner. All of his personal 
identification was taken from him, and he was transported to the front near a French village. During an artillery barrage, the 
pilot escaped from his German captors, found some civilian clothes, crossed thru no-man’s-land and stumbled into a French 
outpost. 

 

 
The French were convinced that the American pilot was the enemy and were ready to execute him. When he showed the coin 
to the French, one of them recognized the emblem on the coin as being the same as on the low flying American aircraft he 
had seen regularly. His captors sent for someone who could speak English, and, instead of being shot, the grounded airman 
was treated to a bottle of wine. 
 
Thus began the tradition of the coins. When challenged, everyone must produce their coin or buy the libation of choice for the 
challenger. Should all have their coins, the challenger must to buy a round of drinks for everyone. Today, challenge coins are 
swapped, traded, and collected. They come in all sorts of sizes and designs. It is considered an honor and a form of respect to 
bestow a coin on someone who is not in your unit - it is a special gift. 
 
 Gator CAPers                                                  - 4 -                                            September-December 2007 

In Case of Fire… 
By:  David Moseley, Lt Col, CAP – Commander of Lake Composite Squadron 
Smoke alarms are essential but do no good if the batteries are dead. Those with ionization chambers in them 
(small radioactive sources) detect subatomic particles that begin to float thru the air during the beginning of a fire. 
These are the best kind to buy. They should be mounted outside the rooms for sleeping. Bedroom doors should 
remain closed while asleep to prevent the noxious gases from a fire in another part of the house from entering the 
bedroom.  
  

   

If the alarm sounds, do NOT open any door to see what is happening behind it. The superheated air can force a 
door open with such force as to knock you across the room. If the doorknob is warm to the touch, go out the 
window or another exit. Don't open a door where there may be a fire! 

 Temperatures in a room that is on fire can reach 1,800 degrees Fahrenheit at the ceiling. The gases build from 
the ceiling down. Victims become aroused from sleep, sit up in bed; and. the shock of sticking their head into the 
superheated air causes them to inhale. The tissues in their lungs and throat become instantly seared. The cause 
of death is often reported to be smoke inhalation, but in truth, they are dead long before the smoke gets to them.  
  

To get early warning, you need a 
smoke detector, not a heat 
detector. A carbon monoxide 
detector is especially good for the 
time of the year when a furnace is 
running. 

 

 

  
Alarms don't last forever and 
should be replaced every few 
years. With the low price of these 
devices, it is cheap insurance to 
have more than one in your home 
with fresh batteries. 
  
David Moseley was Division 
Chief, North of the Lake County 
Fire Dept, and an instructor in the 
Fire Academy at the Lake County 
Votech Center. 



 

a toy fighter plane sliding down a long piece of fishing line tied to a control stick with the goal of landing on a beach towel 
runway laid out on the ground, and much more. Many Cub Scouts returned to this location time and time again. 

 

Tallahassee and Live Oak Composite Squadrons spent a 
weekend surrounded by hundreds of Cub Scouts and their 
families at the biannual Cub Family Weekend at Wallwood Boy 
Scout Reservation. For this weekend, the theme was Aviation, 
so CAP was asked to participate. 

 
 

 
Several cadets and senior members built a computer lab out of 
donated hardware and software, giving the Scouts a chance to 
learn a little of how to fly and land an airplane. This proved to 
be a popular attraction for the Scouts and their families.  
 
Aerospace Education Officer Maj Bob Dunlop pulled out all of 
the stops and every trick he had up his sleeve to field as many 
hands-on activities as possible for the 8-11 year old target 
audience. There was everything from a Bill Nye-style 
presentation on the forces of flight to Alka-seltzer fizzy rockets, 
water bottle rockets, a simulated aircraft-carrier landing using 
 

 
Another group was simulating a rescue in the woods for a small airplane that had 
crashed nearby. The Elite Wallwood Search and Rescue teams of ten Webelos (11-
year old Cub Scouts in transition to Boy Scouts) were given times to report to the 
Mission Base to help find the missing aircraft and bring any injured personnel safely 
back to the helicopter landing zone (LZ). They were given a briefing on the gear used, 
operation of a direction finder (DF), and were issued 24 and 72-hr packs if they so 
desired. As the CAP members watched, the Webelos found their way to the crash site. 
 
Once the victim was out of the aircraft and securely strapped to the backboard, one 
team was assigned to clear a trail while another team carried the patient to the waiting 
Medevac helicopter a few hundred yards distant. Thanks to the Tallahassee 
Squadron's excellent working relationship with their local helicopter Medevac 
companies, two choppers were arranged to be on-scene for the majority of the day. 
They offered tours and a demonstration of how patients are loaded in emergencies. 
 
Out of respect to the Boy Scouts of America for inviting us to their event, no active 
recruiting took place. However, there were many inquiries, and it is quite possible that 
there are future CAP cadets in the ranks of the more than a thousand Cub Scouts that 
swarmed our exhibits and hands-on activities all day.  
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Once again, CAP members were entertained with stories of war-
well as peacetime service. One patient, who cannot speak, spen
making suncatchers to place on windows. Another tape records e
who comes into his room. A patient who is a Philippine native wa
when the Japanese conquered it. As with previous visits, every e
made to thank each veteran for their service to their country. The
came away with a better grasp of the price of freedom and who t
to thank for it. 

CAP and 4-H Together Thank Vetera
By:  Mark Sweitzer, 1Lt, CAP - Public Affairs Offic

4-H member, designed cards thanking vets for their service to the
and coordinated fourteen different 4-H clubs to get them signed a
decorated. Civil Air Patrol and 4-H members personally gave the
some goodie bags to the veterans during their visit. 
 

 

On 10 November, members of the Lake City Cadet, Suwannee V
teamed up with several 4-H clubs and visited the VA hospitals in
Squadrons Help Cub Scouts Fly High 
By:  Gene Floyd, Capt, CAP - Public Affairs Officer of Tallahassee Composite Squadron
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Photo:  Lt Mark Sweitzer, KayLee Androlevich of 
4-H, and Capt Tom Beukelman 

alley Composite and Gainesville Composite Squadrons 
 Lake City and Gainesville. KayLee Androlevich, a 14-year-old 



 

 There were eleven Color Guards and three Drill Teams in the Cadet Competition held the weekend of 17 November at MacDill 
AFB in Tampa. Everyone did an outstanding job in all areas, and there was great support from all teams and staff. 
  
Congratulations to the winners of each competition!  

Drill Team  Color Guard  
Overall Overall: 

1st Place: Tamiami Composite 1st Place: Group 2 
2nd Place: Homestead ARB Cadet 2nd Place: South Brevard Composite 
3rd Place: Group 2 3rd Place: Coral Springs Cadet 

 In-Ranks Inspection & Panel Quiz:  Tamiami Composite In-Ranks Inspection:  Group 2 
Standard Drill & Written Test:  Tamiami Composite Standard Drill:  Group 2 
Innovative Drill, Volleyball, & Mile Run:  Homestead ARBIndoor Practical:  Tamiami Composite 

Cadet Outdoor Practical:  South Brevard Composite 
Special Team Award:  Group 2 Written Test:  Group 2 
 Mile Run:  Tamiami Composite 
Individual Awards: Panel Quiz:  South Brevard 
Male Fleet Foot - Cadet Robert Gentry, Tamiami  Special Team Award:  Central Florida #1 

Composite  
Female Fleet Foot - Cadet Natasha Palmer, Group 2 Individual Awards: 
Highest Written Test - Cadet Mario Pozo, Tamiami  Male Fleet Foot: - Cadet Keith Wyman, Coral Springs 

Composite Female Fleet Foot - Cadet Leah Sanchez, Tamiami  
Outstanding Cadet Award - Cadet Jonathon Clayton,  Composite 

Group 2 Highest Written Test - Cadets Tiffany Jakowczuk,  
Gainesville Composite and Keith Wyman,   
Coral Springs 

Outstanding Cadet Award – Cadet Alexandria  
Sanchez, Tamiami Composite 

We wish the winners success as they represent 
Florida Wing at the Southeast Region Cadet 
Competition to be held at MacDill AFB on March 28-
30, 2008.  
 
 
Photo:  The Wing Champion Group 2 Color Guard poses 
with Al Bedgood, Lt Col, CAP, FL Wing Interim 
Commander 
F lorida Wing Cadet Competition 
By: Margarita Mesones-Mori, Maj, CAP – Director of Cadet Programs, Florida Wing
Cadet Spurs Employee Contributions 
By:  John Clark, Capt, CAP – Commander of North County Cadet Squadron

As result of the mailing, Managers at Costco contacted Cadet 
Clark about the project and quickly got into high gear. Employees 
of Costco Wholesale purchased gifts from the wish list of items the 
Marines requested. On 19 November, the Cadet Squadron 
gathered at Costco to receive these gifts for 44 Marines attached 
to the Security Patrol in Fallujah, Iraq. At a Squadron meeting, the 
cadets stuffed the stockings, hand made by the employees, and 
prepared them for shipment so that the Marines will receive them 
before the Holidays. 

Cadet members of the North County Cadet Squadron “adopted” a Marine Platoon in Fallujah, Iraq. The idea 
started when Cadet J. Matt Clark was getting his haircut and noticed there was a request list sitting by the cash 
register for Marines in Iraq. After inquiring about the list of items, Cadet Clark prepared a letter and sent it to 
some local businesses.  
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Photo:  Cadet Commander, J. Matt Clark with Costco employees Maureen O’Brien 
& Kelly Venne. 



Cadet Awards  

Gen Billy Mitchell AwardGen. Ira C. Eaker Award
 

• Javier Olivera • Robert D. Johnson • Alejandro V. Barturen • Mitchell B. Campbell 
• Nicole E. Reynolds • Katherine L. Jones • Brian B. Bell • Jason W. Fontenot 
• Jared M. Shari • Korey A. King • Stephen M. Brown • Patrick C. Griffith 
• Evan W. Stanley • Robert K. Lenzen • Matthew C. Campbell • Tyler H. Hiatt 
• Trixie S. Stengle • Dylan W. Lunsford • Kevin D. Chism 

Amelia Earhart Award • David J. Terris • Alex J. Marron • Ethan Z. Ernst 
• Brandon W. Thomas • Kyle J. Matissek • Ronald C. Falleck 
• Nicholas J. Traczyk • Andrew C. Dunn • Ildefonzo Moran • Derek W. Helveston 

• Leo Ricciotti • Hannah J. Tucker • Tyler D. O'Connor • Casey Jago 

Officer Awards 

Grover Loening Award Gen Benjamin O Davis Award 

• Maj. Margaret J. Campbell  • Capt. Charles B. Campbell 
• Maj. Michael F. Ernst  • Maj. Michael F. Ernst  
• Lt. Col. Robert W. Filler • 1st Lt. Lazaro D. Garcia 
• Capt. Luther E. Floyd • Capt. Daniel W. Hollander 
• Maj. Joel E. Kurasch • Capt. Edward E. Lashley 
• Maj. Scott M. Martin  • Capt. Steven R. Lichliter 
• Lt. Col. Robert E. Masiker • Lt. Col. Robert E. Masiker 
• Capt. Gene W. Smith • 1st Lt. Justin R. McElvaney 
• Capt. Michael H. Warwicke • Capt. Daniel W. Runge  

• Capt. Gene W. Smith 
 
Gill Robb Wilson Award 

• Lt. Col. Antonio O. Lima  

Paul E Garber Award 

• Maj. Michael F. Ernst  
• Maj. Judith A. Levitch 
• Maj. Elizabeth M. Mathis 
• Maj. Sergio B. Seoane 
• Lt. Col. Lee I. Taylor 
Recent Officer Promotions 
 

 Maj Virginia Knudsen  Lt Col Agustin Fuentes Maj Daniel Brown 
 Maj Joel Kurasch    Lt Col Scott Patterson

 Lt Col Lee Taylor 
Maj Margaret Campbell
 

 

  
CAP Members Train to Become NIMS Compliant 
By:  Gene Floyd, Capt, CAP – Tallahassee Composite Squadron 

 

 
 Gator CAPers                                                - 7 -                                              September-December 2007 

 These students also received classroom training in the CAP Mission Staff Assistant and Mission Liaison Officer qualifications. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is requiring all 
response agencies and organizations to have a level of National 
Incident Management System (NIMS) and Incident Command 
System (ICS) training in order to be allowed to respond. Civil Air 
Patrol officers and cadets, along with representatives from other 
agencies, spent a weekend in September training for interagency 
operations.  
 
The joint training event was a first for Florida Wing and possibly 
for Civil Air Patrol nationally. Approximately half of the students 
completed the FEMA intermediate ICS-300 program. At the same 
time, the other students worked on four introductory FEMA 
courses including ICS-100, ICS-200, ICS-700 and ICS-800.  Photo by Grant Meadows, Capt, CAP 

 
More information on NIMS compliance is available at http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nims/faq/compliance.shtm. Information 
on the FEMA ICS courses, including links to many of the courses which may be taken online, can be found at 
http://training.fema.gov/IS/.

http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nims/faq/compliance.shtm
http://training.fema.gov/IS/.


 

 West Nile virus was first discovered in the blood of a febrile woman in the West Nile 
district of Uganda in 1937.The virus emerged from obscurity in 1999 when the first 
incursion of the virus in North America caused 62 cases of encephalitis and seven 
deaths in New York. Since then, the virus has dramatically spread to all 48 states and 
the District of Columbia.  
 
Nearly all human infections of West Nile virus are due to mosquito bites. The time from 
infection to the development of symptoms is 5 to 15 days. Symptoms of a mild infection 
include fever, headache, body aches and may include skin rash and swollen lymph 
glands. More severe infections are less common and are marked by headache, high 
fever, neck stiffness, stupor (sleepiness), disorientation, coma, tremors, occasional 
convulsions, paralysis, and rarely death. Onset may be subtle or sudden, and only a 
small number of infected people progress to encephalitis. Death rates range from 3% to
15% with the higher percentage in elderly persons.  

Protection Against Influenza 
By: Sergio B. Seoane, MD, Capt, CAP - Florida Wing Medical Officer  
Flu viruses spread mainly from person to person through coughing or sneezing of people with influenza. Sometimes people 
may become infected by touching something with flu viruses on it and then touching their mouth or nose. Most healthy adults 
may be able to infect others beginning 1 day before symptoms develop and up to 5 days after becoming sick.  
 
The single best way to prevent the flu is to get a flu vaccination each fall. The "flu shot" is an inactivated vaccine (containing 
killed virus) that is given with a needle. The flu shot is approved for use in people 6 months of age and older, including healthy 
people and people with chronic medical conditions. The nasal spray flu vaccine is made with live, weakened flu viruses that 
do not cause the flu. This Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine (LAIV) is approved for use in healthy people 5 years to 49 years 
of age who are not pregnant. 
 
The influenza virus is destroyed by heat (167-212°F). In addition, several chemical germicides (chlorine, hydrogen peroxide, 
detergents (soap), iodophors (iodine-based antiseptics) and alcohols) are effective against influenza viruses if used in proper 
concentration for a sufficient length of time. For example, wipes or gels with alcohol in them can be used to clean hands. The 
gels should be rubbed until they are dry. 
 

West Nile Virus in Florida 
By: Sergio B. Seoane, MD, Capt, CAP - Florida Wing Medical Officer 
 

 
 
 

Diagnosis is based on clinical and laboratory testing. Mosquito borne illnesses should be strongly considered in adults over 50 
years old who develop unexplained encephalitis or meningitis. A history of recent travel and mosquito bites is helpful for the 
diagnosis. There is no vaccine to prevent infection by the West Nile virus, and there is no specific treatment for it. Intensive 
supportive therapy is directed toward the complications of brain infections. 
Killer Bees in Florida 
By:  David Moseley, Lt Col, CAP – Commander of Lake Composite Squadron 
 

 

Between 2000 and 2005, Africanized Honey Bees (AHBs) have spread throughout South Florida. When provoked by loud 
noises, odors, dark colors or if they think they are being attacked, thousands of these insects will attack anyone and almost 
anything that they see. They swarm in daylight but may continue an attack for 24 hours. They have killed large and small farm 
and domestic animals as well as humans.  
 
Those coming to help a victim became victims themselves as thousands of bees will cover both victim and the rescuers. 
Rescuers should be completely protected with impenetrable clothing with taped openings and full coverage of the eyes under 
netting that will not touch the skin. 
 
Swarming bees are not aggressive. It is when they start to lay down comb (Honey comb) that they become defensive. If there 
is a hive, the danger zone is within 150 feet. Like other bees and wasps, these bees can take up residence in the walls of your 
house, your lawn tractor, ATV or even in your sprinkler system control box. If they are in an underground location, you can 
almost be certain that these are the AHB variety.  
 
Allergic reactions to the stings can be fatal in less than 30 minutes. Five to ten stings per pound of body weight can cause a 
lethal toxic response. Consider that when you have 5,000 to 20,000 of them attacking you!   
 
Washing them off with fire hoses only makes them wet and mad. Normal firefighting foam works well to make their wings stick 
to their bodies and clog their breathing pores. Soapy water in a garden sprayer may kill them like the firefighting foam. Don’t 
use wasp spray on them. Running away from them may be the best thing to do, but you may have to run 1,000 feet..
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Florida Wing Web 
http://flwg.us 

Southeast Region Web 
http://ser.cap.gov  

National Web 
http://cap.gov 
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Gator CAPers is published every two to three months, depending upon 
activity schedules, and distributed electronically to members of the Florida Wing 
Civil Air Patrol and to others upon request. The distribution uses the FL Wing 
member’s primary e-mail contact address in the CAP National Headquarters. 
Squadron Commanders should print at least one copy to have it available for 
members who do not receive it electronically. Find this and previous newsletters 
on the Florida Wing website at http://flwg.us. 

Send comments about the newsletter and requests to be added to the 
distribution list to the Editor at mailto:GatorCAPers@flwg.us.  

Submit articles and information for publication in the newsletter to 
mailto:FLCAPArticles@flwg.us  or submit them to the squadron or group Public 
Affairs Officer. 
 

  Postage 
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rida Wing Civil Air Patrol 
13601 SW 176 Street 

Miami, FL 33177 
 

Phone:  305-224-6734 
Fax:  305-224-6654 

 
ers Editor:  1st Lt Eileen Tonkinson 
ailto:ETonkinson@flwg.us 
Mail To: 
Reports Due from Squadrons: 
Monthly: 
    5th    Flight Release Logs 
    5th    AEO Periodic Update 
    10th  Safety  
    10th  Senior Training 
    10th  Vehicle Usage 
    20th  Operations Monthly Activity 
1 Dec     ES Alert/Resource  
15 Dec   Annual AE Activity 
1 Jan      Annual Unit Safety Survey 
1 Jan      Authorized Flight Release Officer List 
15 Jan    Nominations for ‘Of The Year’ Awards
Calendar       See Complete FL Wing Calendar at http://flwg.us/database/calendar.asp 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

4 Dec 07                 Application Deadline for SER Winter Encampment 
15 Dec 07               Wreaths Across America Ceremonies 
20 Dec 07               FL Wing Conference, Early Registration Deadline 
26-31 Dec 07          Regional Cadet Leadership School, Tullahoma, TN 
29 Dec 07-5 Jan 08 Southeast Region Winter Encampment, Starke, FL 
1 Jan 08                  FL Wing Conference, Standard Registration Deadline 
15 Jan 08                FL Wing Conference, Late Registration Deadline 
16 Jan 08                FL Wing Conference, On-site Registration Fees Begin 
18-20 Jan 08           Special Activities Selection Board, Patrick AFB 
1-3 Feb 08              FL Wing Conference, Regal Sun Resort, Orlando, FL 
28-30 Mar 08          Southeast Region Cadet Competition, Tampa, FL 
8-13 Apr 08            Sun ‘n Fun Fly-In, Lakeland, FL 

http://flwg.us/database/calendar.asp
http://flwg.us
mailto:GatorCAPers@flwg.us
mailto:FLCAPArticles@flwg.us
http://flwg.us
http://ser.cap.gov
http://cap.gov
mailto:ETonkinson@flwg.us



