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Commander’'s Comments

his year’s National Check Pilot
I Orientation Course held in

Lakeland, Florida, was yet an-
other great example of our wing’s ability
to plan and execute professional programs
for our members. Like all of our success-
ful programs there are a few dedicated
members who dedicate time and great
effort towards putting all of the people,
the places and things together to create the
success. The two individuals that are to be
commended for our Check Pilot School’s
success are Major Ray Meyers and Lt.
Col. Russ Reichmann. The school pro-
vided our best pilots with valuable insight
into flight safety, pilot validation proc-
esses and hands on air standardization
testing/training. Ideally, I was fortunate
to meet many dedicated members from all
areas of the wing. Each member had a
story to tell regarding the area they were
from as well as the trials and tribulations
they had experienced while navigating
through our program. I found the interac-
tion with these professionals quite reward-
ing. Some of the insight garnered from
my many conversations was immediately
put to work in the formulation of a plan
that is slowly unfolding for our wing.

A main portion of the plan will involve
new ways to be responsive to each and
every member who has a desire to be a
part of our cohesive team. In order to
accomplish this task, however, it will be
necessary for us to reevaluate the funda-
mental way that we do business. In doing
so, more focus will be placed upon three
facets of our leadership structure. The
first is our group command structure.
This focus is of great importance to us as
we move ahead into a future of increased
membership and operational readiness.
The main goal of this initiative is to em-
power the wing’s command structure to
be more able to respond to member needs.
As a result, the Group Commanders are
now part of the core of the Florida Wing
Command Team along with myself, your
Wing Vice Commanders and your Chief
of Staff. Decisions that are made regard-
ing all aspects of our wing are now
brought before the Florida Wing Com-
mand Team for discussion and considera-

WINTIER 2004

tion. I am leading this part of our leader-
ship team as your Florida Wing Com-
mander. The Inspector General, the Direc-
tor of Safety, the Legislative Squadron
Commander and the Emergency Coordi-
nation Officer play an associate role on

Florida Wing Commander

the Command Team as command support.
The Inspector General is providing the
entire command team with feedback con-
cerning the effectiveness of our entire
structure through the self assessment and
subordinate inspection process. The Di-
rector of Safety is emphasizing safety by
studying the operational risk associated
with all our key events and initiatives and
communicating safer ways for us to con-
duct business. Our connection to our leg-
islative partners is being cultivated by our
Legislative Squadron Commander. This
connection is supported by continual feed-
back provided by the Group Commanders
concerning all aspects of our accomplish-
ments, from every area of the wing.
Lastly, the Emergency Coordination Offi-
cer is continuing to care for our excellent
relationship with our state’s emergency
management personnel, especially in
times of emergency activation.

The second facet of our leadership struc-
ture is our Wing Staff. The Wing Staff is
composed of a group of professional,
knowledgeable subject matter experts in
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all aspects of our program. These folks
are the main impetus behind the formula-
tion and planning of our Wing Key
Events. The future of the Wing Staff will
include more interoperability between the
various directorates as part of the accom-
plishment of our major Wing Key Events.
Each Director will be interacting with the
Command Team in an effort to increase
communication and cross talk between
staff and command. Teamwork between
both of these facets of our leadership
structure will ensure safe, successful mission
accomplishment. Portions of the Wing Staff
will also take on a larger role in upper
level training and quality assurance.
Delegation of action to the group level
will allow our talent at the wing level the
opportunity to mentor and observe proc-
esses throughout the wing. This process
will become a breeding ground for future
leadership throughout the wing. After all
we must always be cognizant of the fact
that the leadership baton is inevitably
passed on. Our job is to help ensure that
the next leader does not drop it.

The third facet of our leadership structure
is the Cadet Advisory Council (CAC).
The CAC will be looked to for advice and
council regarding all aspects of our cadet
program management. Each Group Com-
mander will ensure that their representa-
tive is present during CAC meetings.
Although there is no direct relationship
between leadership in the wing and the
CAC, our talented cadet leaders will strive
to be members of the council as it be-
comes the voice of every cadet in the
wing. I look forward to the advice and
many initiatives that will be formulated
and discussed by our CAC.

All three facets of our wing leadership
structure will foster an environment that
will produce excellence in the accom-
plishment of our missions. Keep in mind
that each member can contribute to this
success by diligent accomplishment of
each task taken on. If you agree thata
mountain is moved one shovel at a time,
then it follows that our missions are ac-
complished one task at a time!
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A SECOND DAY OF INFAMY

“Why did I join the Civil Air Patrol?”

My desire to join CAP germinated on Septem- [
ber 11, 2001. It was a day none of us will forget! r*"

It was another day of infamy when terrorists |
slammed two hijacked planes into the World
Trade Center in New York City and killed al- |
most 3,000 people. These victims represented 90 |
countries. The world mourned with us. Those of /&
us who were not there, sat stunned in front of
television sets. I sat in the comfort of my Naples, §5’
Florida home watching disaster strike the 3
United States while palm trees swayed outside
my windows.

Story and photos by
2Lt. Gail Swanson, PAO

In April 2003, I was invited to look through another window. It was the
viewing room that jutted out over what was left of the World Trade Cen-
ter. It was a little building with windows on three sides that had been built
especially for families to help them say goodbye to their loved ones. The
security guard opened the door for me, saying, “You’ll be more comfort-
able in here.” I didn’t deserve comfort. I couldn’t make myself step
through the door. I said, “Thank you, but I cannot disturb the holiness
that is inside this room.”

Instead I stood out in the wind, shivering from the cold and from the reac-
tion I was experiencing from my first visit to Ground Zero. At the security
gate, I had explained that I was in New York to help firefighters and res-
cue workers document their experiences...and I have to feel it.” As I
stared at the site, I pointedly asked myself, “What am I feeling?” To this
day, I cannot comprehend what I felt that day. Maybe I’m not supposed
to.

Firefighters who brought me to the site pointed to the slurry wall. They
explained that the slurry wall holds back the Hudson River, and it had
threatened to collapse during the recovery efforts. Cars had melted in the
underground parking garage. Under the long south ramp, the remains of
the Ladder 4 men and their truck were found buried seven stories deep. It
took over 30 hours to dig the truck out by hand.

During the recovery process, when a victim was found, the south ramp
would be lined with hundreds of honor guard. The victim’s remains were
draped in an American flag, and as they were solemnly walked up the
ramp, the honor guard saluted. The 13 acre World Trade Center site was
excavated by hand, one bucket at a time, with the bucket’s contents
searched and sifted at least three times before it left the area. The biggest
regret rescue workers have to this day is that they didn’t find everyone.
Continued on Pages 18 and 19
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Letter From Our Commander

From 11 August to 26 September was quite a challenge for all of us as Hurricanes Charley, Fran-
ces, Ivan and Jeanne ravaged Florida from all sides. As we recover from this onslaught, I would ask that
each of you take some time to think about the events as they unfolded during the storms. Many of our
members volunteered during the storms and participated during the respective relief efforts. Take some
time to jot down some notes regarding these members and send the information up the chain so that we
may recognize everyone who sacrificed their time in support of these efforts. The chronology of events on
pages 12 and 13 could serve as a prompter.

I want to thank our ECO team that deployed to Tallahassee for 40 days over the course of these
four hurricanes. These memberS’——' worked long hours away from their
homes and loved ones, enduring great frustration. They learned a great
deal, and most of all, represented Florida Wing in an exemplary manner.
Major Chip Maher performed ad- mirably in his role as the ECO for our
wing. His excellent and profes- sional relationship with the state emer-
gency management officials will pay dividends for us all in the future.
Lt. 'Col. Mac McConnell worked diligently behind the scenes analyzing
the input generated by the many sorties flown by our members around

the state. Lt. Col. Mike Brown and _ Capt. Mike Cook served as IC’s dur-

ing crucial phases of operations around the wing. Lt. Col. Mike Brown
continues to serve to this day as over $50,000 in reimbursements are processed, documented, and submit-
ted to higher headquarters for payment. He truly deserves thanks from each of us, especially upon receipt
of that reimbursement check! Many more individuals participated at the ECO and they all have my special
thanks as well.

All of the members that were activated as part of the RECON teams are to be commended. Their
services during the events demonstrated to Florida officials the high level of response our organization is
capable of providing. The state of Florida is just beginning to see the importance of the CAP RECON
team, based upon the hard work and sacrifice of our RECON team members. The valued RECON team
members should expect a great deal of tasking from the state in the future, especially where Group and
Wing leadership are successful in cultivating expanded relationships with county EOC organizations.

The many flight crews that flew during the relief effort are also to be commended. The SDIS input
that was provided to the state was most helpful and valued. Many more individuals participated and con-
tributed during the four storms who also need to be recognized.

Lastly, I thank all those members who made themselves available for tasking but for whatever rea-
son were not called. Your availability to serve our mission is in itself highly commendable. This type of
sacrifice is most necessary AND appreciated. As we forge ahead, the operational tempo in Florida will in-
crease. Your availability will become even more important than it is today.

As for me, all the individuals who participated in or were ‘at the ready’ during the hurricanes relief
efforts are our “Unsung Heroes”. All Florida Wing leaders—Ilet us take the time to sing the praises to our
“Unsung Heroes” for their generous time, professional efforts and hard work!

Joseph J. .Martin, Colonel, CAP
Florida Wing Commander
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WING STAFF MEETING and COMMANDERS CALL
Requires Duty Above and Beyond....

The October Wing staff and Commanders Call [internal to a major residential redevelopment project.
meeting truly required duty above and beyond the The streets network is continuously being
norm. With no reservations available in Tampa and modified with newly constructed streets and/or streets
with 74,000 rooms in |having names changed. Therefore none of the internet
the Orlando vicinity, {map services can provide directions. After safely ar-
| it was quickly con-  |riving and clearing building security, attendees re-
| cluded that was a ported for a General Assembly conducted by Wing
reasonable alterna- | Commander Col. Joseph Martin.
tive. State Director The Group Commanders then met with Col.

& s JeIry Angley ar- Martin, Vice Commander Lt. Col. Valerie Brown and
Vice Commander Lt. Col. Wes Hannah for the
Command Call agenda, while wing staff directors
met with Chief of Staff Fran Gleockler and Florida

Days Inn Air-

':,:r,:‘;g;t:,":; _ Wing Inspector General Gary Owen to discuss the
Hurricane. - requirements of the forthcoming Florida Wing In-

- spection by the National Civil Air Patrol Inspector
ranged avail- General and staff.
ability of the
U.S. Navy De-
fense Finance
and Audit Sys- 1tor. Vice Commanders Wes
tem Building Hannah and Valerie Brown and
[DFAS] for the commander Col. Joe Martin.
meetings. Chief of Staff Fran Gleockler
took on, what appeared to be the easier
assignment of room arrangements. How-
ever, after extensive calls and responses of
‘no vacancies’, it became apparent the
four hurricanes intended to continue to be
upsetting. Hotels and motels were fully
occupied by evacuees whose homes were
destroyed, by insurance company apprais-
ers, and by workmen from other states

who are P rov1d1ng.restorat10n se.rv1ces. Florida Wing Group Commanders from L to r. Group 2-Major Jean DeBois,
After a tedious hunt, Major Group 5 Major Patrick O’Key, Group 6-Lt. Col. Bruce Smith, Group 7-Major
Gleockler finally was able to reserve a  John Houchin, Group 8-Lt. Col. Robert Ashman, Group 9-Lt. Col. Leroy Bar-

SIAG nett, and Group 11-Captain Dan Levitch. Not available for the photo were
block of rooms at th.e Days Inn Alrport Group 1-Lt. Col. Douglas Kelly, Group 3-Major George Barker, Group 4-Major
Motel. To the chagrin of all who traveled wajter Lane and Group 10-Major Christie Mathison.

great distances and arrived at the loca-

3

tion, they were greeted with the sight of a motel that The assigned goal established for all directors
was totally destroyed. After the stupefied reaction was to achieve an QOutstanding rating for each direc-
eased, a sign was noted which directed guests to the  {torate. In spite of the volumes of catch-up work, most
adjacent Holiday Inn! directors have to overcome the excesses caused by the

Following a breakfast meeting, a caravan of  |hurricanes and the efforts of response to each, they
cars attempted to get to the DFAS building which is  |pledged an all-out effort to fulfill the goal.
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Boat Safety and Water Survival the News-Leader about Captain Frank Reidinger and
the many services he provides to his squadron, closing

. out with a five-page article with photos in the “Amelia
Twenty Ft. Lauderdale Composite Squadron Now” magazine reviewing the history of the Civil Air

members tgok 10 the coolmg wgte‘r‘s Pailie Bt Patrol since its creation in 1941 to the current homeland
Lauderdale Beach for a course in “Boat Safetyand . curity missions it fulfills

Water Survival”. Instructor Jesus Rodriguez {USN 1Lt. Paul B. Condit

b

Squadron Earns Two Awards

‘ Hillsborough One Senior Squadron’s Ma-

jor Arnold Glauser won the Senior Member of the
8 Year Award for Group 3 for his efforts as a Mis-
b sion Pilot to fulfill the CAP mission. He has de-
‘ voted countless hours flying Search and Rescue
and homeland security missions. He devotes him-
self to staying on the leading edge and continues
training and improving as is evidenced by his re-
cent certification as an instrument rated pilot.

g ST Hillsborough One Senior Squadron, called

Ret} covered the importance of wearing flotation de- HOSS by its members, also earned the Group 3 Squad-
vices, the proper embarking and disembarking of ron of the Year Award.
personal watercraft, care of equipment, and proper
water courtesy. Following the course, the cadets
tested what they learned as they took to the park’s
waterways in canoes. Senior member Marcia Vahey,
a seasoned lifeguard at the Ft. Lauderdale beach in-
structed the group in water survival and ways that
swimmers in peril are rescued. Teams of cadets
simulated a drowning victim and they attempted res-
cues. The balance of the weekend was spent in vari-

ous bivouac training.
Lt. Col. Virginia Montalvo

in The Public Eye

The Fernandina Senior Squadron truly put
their best foot forward in the area of public relations.

During one month they arranged for a Mayoral The award was the result of each member put-
Proclamation, a full page with photo in the Amelia ting forth maximum effort in all the services and activi-
Islander Magazine featuring the search and rescue ties of the squadron.

services of Major Andy Curtin, a feature article in Capt. Thomas Goldston
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CANDIDS

First woman Governor in Louisiana, Kathleen Blanco,
signs the law which removes the requirement that the
state agency must have received USAF mission authori-
zation before a surviving spouse or children of a CAP
member killed in the line of duty, receives state survi-
vor benefits. Hopefully 49 states will take notice!

Treasure Coast Composite Squadron Cadets [. to r. Patel, Kirk-
land, Gilllam, Rodriguez, Bowden and Cicalese pose with a
C-17 transport USAF crewmember after touring the plane at
the “Wings and Wheels Airshow” at the Port St. Lucie County
International Airport. The squadron also provided crowd con-
trol and flightline safety support. :

: Photo by Capt. William Woody

Col. Matthew
‘Sharkey. presents
the Group 800 Sen-
for Member of the
Year Award to Cap-
tain Jimmy Macon.
Photo by Lt. Col.
Dayvid Mikelson

Highlands County Composite Squadron mem-

bers helped victims of the recent hurricanes.
Senior members and cadets sawed fallen trees
and piled:aluminum panels, insulation, signs and
other debris at curbside.

Beach Cadet Squadron flew on
the U.S. Air Force’s new C-17
transport plane to Charleston, =
S.C. for a tour of the Citadel
Military College.
Their tour also included a visit
to the U.S.S. Yorktown, a
World War II aircraft carrier,
historical sites in downtown
Charleston, and concluded
‘with a visit to the Air Mobility
Command where they had the
unique opportunity of convers-
ing with aircrews.

By 1Lt. Linus Gomez

Capt. Lee Aon Curry
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Cadet

CAPERS

FIRSTFLIGHT

Cadet Matthew Morden of
the Boca Raton Composite Squad-
ron is enthralled with his first orien-
tation flight and the opportunity to

show his ability at flying the air-
craft. Major Bill Bottle was the pi-
lot-in-charge. Hundreds of cadets
have logged their very first flights
with Major Bottle.

GLIDERFLIGHTS

Cadets from the St. Peters-
burg Cadet Squadron and the
Southwest Orlando Cadet Squadron
were thrilled to have their Orienta-
tion Glider Flights No. 1 and No. 2
and one cadet received Flight No. 5.
The cadet launch teams worked
with precision. Hook-ups, guiding
the Blanik gliders to the runway,
and running the wings were per-
formed with proficiency. The glider
pilots and the tow pilots were so
tightly scheduled they were barely

able to fit in a quick lunch.
1Lt. Walter Pleasants

SPACECAMP

The Aerospace Educa-
tion Foundation [AEF], in
honor of the 50th anniversary of
Military Space, is programming
to send 50 students to Space
Camp during the summer of
2005. The scholarship includes
full tuition and round trip air-
fare. This is not a CAP scholar-
ship but is open to CAP cadets.
Applications must be submitted
no later than 11 February, 2005
and winners will be announced
no later than 15 March, 2005.
Scholarships will be awarded to
grades 4-6, 7-8, and 9-12.

Major Ivan Acosta
FLWG Dep. Dir. of Cadet Programs

AWARDEARNED

C/2Lt. Evan Jones of the
North Tampa Cadet Squadron
earned his Mitchell Award
#52,722. Cadet Evans was tu-
tored by Major Billy Westcott
who was extremely impressed
with Jones’ desire to learn and
excel. Cadet Jones is currently
Group 3 assistant CAC represen-

tative.
Major Billy Westcott
Group 3 Deputy Commander

NEWAPPOINTMENT
1Lt. John Edwards has
been appointed FLWG Aero-
space Education Staff Model
Rocketry Officer [ADY]. Lt. Ed-
wards is a member of the Bay-
side Bridge Composite Squadron
and Group 8 AE Officer. He has
over 40 years of model rocketry
and Project Officer experience.

CAPTEAM

Charlotte County Com-
posite Squadron sports a mother-
daughter Civil Air Patrol team.
1Lt. Nancy Mazzara has her
daughter, Amanda, fully involved
in the cadet program.

Amanda is currently a
C/2Lt. with six years of service.
She has been taking private flying

lessons and is now ready to solo.

C/Lt. Mazzara is a junior at Cape
Coral High School where she has
a ‘top of class’ scholastic average.

Amanda wears many hats.
She has recently relinquished her
position as Cadet Commander
after two years of service.
Amanda is now assistant to the
chaplain and moral leadership of-
ficers and additionally serves as
Cadet Administrative Officer and
Recruiting Officer.

She also serves as Presi-
dent and District Chairperson of
the Family Career and Commu-
nity Leaders of America
[FCCLA] and Secretary of Medi-
cal Explorers, which is a division
of Boy Scouts of America..

It is readily apparent that
C/2Lt. Amanda Mazzara is a fully
involved service oriented volun-
teer in civic, academic and social
guidance programs.
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Navy Retiree Assisted

As a result of the hurricanes
a Navy E-7 retiree had his house
devastated to an unlivable condi-
tion. He is disabled and incapable
of doing the repair work himself.
Until his home is restored, Patrick
Air Force Base has allowed him to
stay at the BOQ.

Members of the Patrick
Composite Squadron, South Bre-
vard Composite Squadron and Cen-
tral Brevard Senior Squadron have
teamed to provide whatever assis-
tance they could. Piles of debris
were gathered up and removed, SM
Kenneth McNeeley brought his
chain saw and removed broken tree

limbs and trees that were interfering

with telephone lines.

A request alert was dis-
patched for Group 4 members to
bring rakes, shovels, mowers and
trimmers to remove damaged land-
scaping and to clean up the area.
They will cover his damaged roof*
with a tarpaulin until it can be re-
paired by professionals. They also
are intending to paint the outside of
the house.

What a wonderful gesture of

appreciation to a military member
who served our country for 39
years.

Lt. Col. Joseph Tirado

e e

Cadets Attend Ranger

School

Halfway between Harris-
burg and Allentown, Pennsylvania
1s the Hawk Mountain Ranger
School which became home for
eight days to 178 CAP Cadets from
nearly every wing in our nation.
Included were five cadets from the
DeFuniak Springs Squadron. This
adventure in the Pennsylvania wil-
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derness requires each cadet to
maintain his or her own food
supply and daypack. The Ranger
School is hard-core rugged sur-
vival in the wilderness, no show-
ers, no electricity, and no parents
to comfort them.

Cadets receive valuable
search and rescue training. A
typical day started at 5:30 a.m.
with physical training, which
included an obstacle course and
a 1-mile run. Formation training
followed and then classes. The
day ended with character devel-
opment instruction and prepara-
tion for the next day.

Each cadet participated
in a three-day Field Training ex-
ercise where they hiked to a
nearby mountain away from the
base camp. Many ranger skills
were taught and practiced in-
cluding search skills, campsite
preparation, rappelling, wild
game preparation, and naviga-
tion.

Testing for Ranger Grades pre-

ceded the graduation ceremony.
Brad Prescott

e e e e e

Red Ribbon Week

Florida Wing cadets par-
ticipated in the annual Red Rib-
bon week which honors U. S.
Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion [DEA] agent Enrique [Kiki]
Camarena who was murdered in
Mexico in 1985.

FLLORIDA FACTS

Aviation Scholarships

and Grants

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration has a web page that
lists links to various organizations
offering aviation education schol-
arships and grants. Go to http://
www.faa.gov/education/rlib/
grant.htm....especially useful is
the Aviation Schools Link Schol-
arships. Additionally the Spaatz
Association offers a scholarship
for CAP cadets who have earned
the Mitchell Award and who seek

funds for private pilot training.
Maj. Linda Trimpey

B R R

Aviation Art Contest

For cadets and students
interested in art, be aware the
2005 International Aviation Art
Contest is scheduled. Go to http:/
www.faa.gov/education/
artcontest/00Oart.htm This is a FAA
sponsored contest and worthy of
checking out. Who knows, maybe

a Florida cadet will win!
Maj. Linda Trimpey

S

Squadron PAO Excels

To get 64 articles, most
with photos, published in national
media, state magazines and local
newspapers in slightly more than
two years is a feat worth noting.

Only Public Affairs Offi-
cers can truly appreciate the level
of effort that sort of record re-
quires. Perseverance, profession-
alism, determination, persistence,
steadfastness, tenaciousness, reso-
lute are only a few words that de-
scribe the PAO who achieves such
success. Those words describe Lt.
Jackie Zarrilli of the Boca Raton
Composite Squadron.
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. Due to the outstanding re-

sponse of 18 teams register-
ing for 10 slots, Captain David
Leali announced the Color Guard
Academy had to add a second day
to handle the training of these ad-
ditional teams.

Civil Air Patrol and Federal

Aviation Administration
have signed a new agreement to
collaborate on Aerospace Educa-
tion. “CAP and FAA have worked
together for years,” said CAP’s
national commander Maj. Gen.
Dwight Wheless, “not only in the
aerospace education arena, but
through our respective ties to
emergency services and general
aviation. Organizations like ours
that support aviation and space
education have a responsibility to
join forces. Only through public
awareness and education can we
develop our nation’s future lead-
ers in aviation and space technol-

2

ogy.

After 31 December ‘04, no

wideband radio equipment
can be licensed. Wideband radios
presently in use or are purchased
prior to 31 December can be used
until transition to Narrowband,
which should come about by 31
December *07.

- C/Capt. Daniel Spratt, Dep-
uty Cadet Commander of the

Bayside Bridge Composite Squad-
ron and formerly with the Tami-

ami Composite Squadron has been
awarded a 4-year Type 7 U. S. Air

Force ROTC Scholarship. He
will be attending the University
of Central Florida with a major
of Mechanical Engineering. The
scholarship is valued at $52,000
and covers full college tuition,
textbooks, and most academic
fees. Cadet Spratt intends to en-
ter pilot training after earning his
degree and his officer’s commis-
sion in the U. S. Air Force. Ca-
det Capt Spratt said, “Particular
notice has been paid to my ex-
perience with CAP. I think it
gave me an extra edge and really
helped me get to where I want to
be.”

- Chaplain 1Lt. John
Hendricks is the new chap-

lain attached to the Miami Sen-
ior Squadron and 2 Lt. Eric
Swanson will be serving as
Moral Leadership Officer of the
Jacksonville Composite Squad-
ron, announced Chaplain Major
Tom Carson, Florida Wing
Chaplain.

. Captain Jose Fernandez is
the newly appointed Flor-
ida Wing Director of Emergency
Services. Captain Fernandez has
served for two years as an ES
officer and Cadet Orientation
Pilot. Jose began his professional
career as a Respiratory Thera-
pist, then CEO of a hospital,
State of California’s Deputy Di-
rector of Health where he was
responsible for all Medical Care
Services and a budget of $12.7
billion...the largest in the nation.

Capt. Fernandez recently gradu-
ated the Southeast Region Staff

College at McGhee-Tyson ANG
Base in Alcoa, Tennessee.

Public Affairs Officer Leslie

Ballard reports 19 senior
members graduated from Squad-
ron Leadership School conducted
by Group 2.The attendees were
from five squadrons and two
groups. Lt. Ballard said, “This
two-day SLS demonstrated the
commitment of our members to
excellence and professional devel-
opment for the benefit of the mis-
sion.”

Chaplain Emeritus Lt. Col.

Dewey Painter has been di-
recting the Deployed Military
Support Project for more than two
years and intends to continue to
send ‘need packages’ to our mili-
tary forces overseas until the very
last soldier returns home. His con-
tinuous shipments of crates of
supplies, food, hygiene products,
books, videos, holiday cards, etc.
are sent with loving-kindness and
received graciously and with deep
appreciation. The success and
spirit of his program has spread
and now Col. Painter has wel-
comed Massachusetts Wing Chap-
lain Fr. Peter Preble who re-
quested on behalf of all his chap-
lains to join with Florida Wing.
Fr. Preble has, on behalf of Mas-
sachusetts Wing, pledged to con-
tribute needed items and to assist
in crating and shipping as and
when required.

PAGE T}
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LATE

BREAKING NEWS!

= Col. Joseph Martin announces Group 6
g will now include only Palm Beach County
and newly formed Group 11 will encom-
pass Broward County and Capt. Dan Levitch will
be the new Commander.

v The recent hurricanes destroyed our Char-
B lotte County Squadron headquarters build-
ing and the New Smyrna Beach Composite
Squadron headquarters building. Each squadron
has arranged temporary facilities which they will
use while the replacement buildings are con-
structed.

Major Robert Sims, newly appointed Di-
rector, Information Management is already
doing just that. The Wing Website is being
redesigned and will have many linkages to infor-
mation pages. Additionally, Major Sims is pro-
gramming the ability to place every news release
he receives onto a calendared news page to facili-
tate locating stories by topic as well as by date.
Keep visiting the wing site frequently as the
changes will be initiated rapidly and continuously.

BTl has been achieving new levels each year.
Sixty million media impressions were ex-
posed to the public by national CAP in 2003. Add
to that all the local media impressions achieved by
all PAO’s and it becomes apparent we are rapidly
losing our image as the ‘best kept secret’.

Civil Air Patrol’s Public Affairs exposure

4 A number of readers have advised they
Sl vere unable to watch the History Channel

TV show “Tactical to Practical” on Sep-
tember 14 featuring the Civil Air Patrol’s missions
from WWII to our current homeland security mis-
sions. Florida Wing Commander, Col. Martin is
working with Major Sims to have this show avail-
able on the Florida Wing web page.

%’*Y’\’\ that EVERY news release submitted will

CAPNEWS Editor James Tynan advises
be nearly immediately posted on “CAP
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News On Line” which is a direct link on the CAPNHQ
website. Jim also advises that news releases to CAP-
NEWS will soon no longer be accepted via USPS mail.
E-mail attachments or CD’s are fine alternates. You
can greatly improve your chances of being accepted in
the “Regional Highlight” section of CAPNEWS if your
story is about people and if you have provided their
name, rank, unit and the what, when, where, why and
how of the event. Finally, CAPNEWS is going to be
changing its format from a newspaper to a magazine in
the very near future. Florida’s heartiest best wishes for
what we know will be an outstanding news medium.

Sl Col. Joe Martin has requested NHQ revise the
E50¥ standard Duty Assignments and Responsibilities.
When these are changed for Florida Wing, Duty
Assignment Organization Charts will then be devel-
oped for each of our eleven groups.

NHQ has awarded a $1.6 million contract to
Space Computer Corporation for the software to
operate 15 hyperspectral imaging systems [HSI].
CAP will use the high-tech HSI to detect objects from
the air. “Hyperspectral imaging is the next wave of re-
connaissance technology,” said Maj. Gen. Dwight
Wheless, CAP national commander.

R

= Chief of Staff Major Fran Gleockler announces
B the new FLWG Director of Personnel is Capt.
Judith Levitch. 1st Lt Darlene Ferris, formerly
Director of Personnel, has accepted the position of
Deputy Director of Professional Development.

4 At the recent National Board Meeting in Tampa,
Bl - national dues increase of $5.00 for all dues
paying members was approved effective 1 Octo-

ber 2004. This is the first national dues increase since
1994. New cadet members will actually have a savings
of $11 since the cost for cadet training materials will
now be an inclusion of headquarters' appropriated
budget. Toward keeping the national dues increase to a
minimum, Executive Director Al Allenback had insti-
tuted an austerity program and nearly one dozen full-
time positions have been eliminated from national
headquarters personnel roles.
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MISSION MEMOS

f Florida was devas-

n a period of less than ~ Base. =
were state-wide since -After 16 hours, CAP m

re 200 to 300 miles and requested to report back a
ber of missions re- '
VHF and HF co

various governmental ) ]
, county and local were is fully operational and sch
issions, debriefings, maintained throughout the stat
- Additional pre-hurrica

Services are so volumi- g
s magazine is inade- flights are launched.

story extractions. Therefore, -Government
/ rely a capsulation to pro- where needed.

ve activities of CAP and the - Hurricane Charley make
1g this horrendous period. the Gulf of Mexico with the eye ¢
: : Myers and Punta Gorda area. Ca

officials ar.e_,-ﬁ

h all hurricane tracking mod-

v state, county and city Emergency Op- ower mower sheared everything in its
eration Centers [EOC’s] are activated and io towers topgl@d, highway bill oards
anned. CAP personnel are requested to  Were flying debris, subdivisions have b

'and fulfill various roles and respon- tarp cities” with all roofs damaged. Inte
poles are bent in half and traffic lights
CAP squadrons that didn’t have to operative due to the posen outage. Every ir
heir planes are requested to be on tion is mandated to be a four way stop. Plane |
or coastal and highway congestion boats, RV’s, trucks and busses are tossed like con-

fp"_e t flights. fetﬁl ama is catastrophic.

Evacuation shelters are openedand - As Hurricane Charley advances north- )
gy Red Cross and CAP personnel.  easterly, EOC’s begin responding to emergency
- Ground team members are requested  calls that are coming in by the thousands. kgl

t with unloading of supply trailersto __-An assessment of all General Aviation air-
1 Needs Shelters. ~ portsis requested by the state EOC. Governor Jeb
- - EOC'’s request additional sheltersto is planning to fly the next day to the dam-
en and be manned. CAP personnel re- as to ascertain the needs he will request
ond. rom FEMA and other federal agencies.

- Collier County Health Department CAP units respond and reports confirm that most

. requests manpower to assist a Special | without power and generators are be-

_ bus driver to pick up handicapped persons a d for emergency needs. Even commercial
yecis rnational airports are closed when the

. their homes and transport them to th eci (
i Needs Shelter. = es reached 50 mlph.
-After 14 hours of duty, perso N Teams deploy to impact areas.

d Teams are requested to assess cer-
persons in shelters as to whether
return to.

g 17 hours of exhaustive duty,

ntil dawn.

relieved with requests to return by
Cer-t_tain CAP members sleep at their a:
posts. e

Mandatory evacuation
issued for barrier islands, coastal ai
plain areas. Nearly a million r . rn 1
such communities as Marco Is ( ts. UDF teams, communication
Everglades City, Naples, Ft. Meyers; _ t ‘and airborne repeater units are
Gorda, Sanibel, Captiva, Sarasota, S 3 und assets a _ss1gll'11ed lgf AP/OPS.
burg, T.ongboat Keyi and Tampa take . - Bush lands at Ft. M&ers - Page

highways for safe refuge. briefing from EOC sta
- Pre-hurricane aeris equests are received for

ment and coastal surge a ) P! m damage assessments of

launched at request of EOC vho are in shelters.
- CAP activates its VE nal aircraft with SDIS cz(:]uipment
for state-wide communic: rce to Florida CAP from
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Alabama are placed ert DN flights are launched for aerial damage
CAP Operations Cent Maxwell e assessment with video taping or Satellite Digital
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\ acuated aircraft return for mis-
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| mitlafes for activated EPIRB’

I" S to :- Florida Wing members con-
 tinue to perform missions around the state. De-
s ployments include; overhead team in Tallahas-
see, mission base on Marco Island, FCT and

| 'RECON in Charlotte County, ELT strike team

also in Charlotte County, and Distribution
Center Manager is loaned to DeSoto County.

- All personnel are transitioning from
response to recovery.

. - 'In addition to hurricane missions,
FLWG is mobilized to search for a downed
helicopter. The pilot had reported the crash
and that he was somewhere in the Everglades
approximately 60 miles from Ft. Myers. Using
intelligence from NEXTEL on tower usage and
data from the 84th RADES, CAP was ableto

direct a Lee County Med-Evac chopper to the

pilot. He was rescued alive and was in stable
condition when air lifted out. .

- Air Force Rescue Coordination
at Langley Air Force Base in Virginia ady
they can again see alarm blips on thei
master computer screens whereas pri
looked like a Broadway sign in
Only three blips are still active in
area,

Ly @i

-Almost 1,000 ground‘ and i
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evel n‘-;certam areas Gasoline is in scarce supply

erative and numerous air sorties
- An SDIS equipped Cessn
Carolina Wing arrives at Tal
assigned to impact assessment
- All but one ELT alarm

is not accessible. Bl
- Lt. Col. Bob Berlam ﬁfOﬂ:l_j li ‘Napl

terviewed by reporter Tom Roussey anc
journalist John Dulin of NBC-TV

.Coastal areas are ordered to s
uevacuate. Hurricane Frances as a Category 3 Hur-

ricane lashes the east coast of Florida and 5 million
- homes are without power for six to 32 days. No
iyl hghts, no TV, radio, or phones other than battery
‘operafed, no hot water, and no water or ice or food.

E; en WalMart stores are closed for the first time

l,--al:e announced
Hurricane Ivan slams Florida’s NW.

Septemb
18+ Hurricane Jeanne roars in to Flor-
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A SEASON OF STORMS

By State Director JERRY ANGLEY

The Summer of 2004 will be one of those periods
that most Floridians will remember for many years
to come. August and September brought four ma-
jor hurricanes into the state one right after the
other, each time with devastating consequences.
Nearly everyone living in the state felt the impact
in one way or another.

As each of these storms battered the state, CAP

responded with incredible skill, perseverance and

compassion. The first order of
business was evacuating the air-
craft fleet out of harm’s way, a
more difficult task than it appears
since hurricanes have a reputation
for changing course with little or
no warning. The Director of Op-
erations and his staff did a super-
lative job ensuring that no CAP
aircraft were damaged or de-
stroyed. When compared to the
hundreds of private aircraft that
were demolished throughout the
state, the CAP accomplishment is even more laud-
able.

At the same time that the aircraft were being shel-
tered or evacuated, the Emergency Operations
Center [EOC] Team gathered in Tallahassee, mis-
sion bases were established and ground RECON
teams started to assemble. As Hurricane Frances
moved nearer to the Florida coast, Civil Air Patrol
aircrews began flying sorties to monitor the traffic
flows along the hurricane evacuation routes. Con-
gestion conditions were instantly radioed to the
EOC and Highway Patrol units were dispatched to
ease the bottleneck.

Once the storm passed and it was safe to enter the
area, CAP ground RECON teams moved in and
immediately began impact assessment. Because of
the widespread destruction associated with these
hurricanes, the RECON teams were often forced to

exist with what they took with them. One team slept on
the beach in tents. Other RECON teams spent as many
as three to four days in the field gathering critical infor-
mation that was passed back to the state.

Civil Air Patrol aircrews launched as soon as the
weather permitted and immediately began transmitting
photo images back to Tallahassee. These sorties were
flown from mission bases throughout the state. The
mission base staff did an outstanding job ensuring the
aircrews were properly briefed and
debriefed on every tasking. The ae-
rial photos that were taken by our
\ aircrews provided the emergency

\ planners at the EOC in Tallahassee
\ with vital information necessary to
| determine how and where to respond.

The aircrews, ground teams and mis-
sion base staff performed magnifi-
cently. The data they gathered helped
determine which roads were usable,
where flooding took place, how
much of the infrastructure was impacted and where re-
lief was needed the most. CAP members were also as-
signed to county Emergency Operation Centers, man-
age food, water, and ice distribution centers, and assist
the American Red Cross with shelter management.
While all of this was being accomplished, RECON
teams still managed to find the time to check on the
fate of several CAP members who were left without
power, communications, food, water, ice and other ba-
sic needs.

All in all, the Florida Wing contributed over 15,000
volunteer hours, flew over 300 sorties, and provided the
state with more than 2,000 photographs. These efforts
unquestionably helped relieve the pain and suffering of
tens of thousands of residents throughout the entire
state of Florida. Everyone involved should be ex-
tremely proud. It is indeed a pleasure to work with such
a dedicated and professional group of individuals.
WELL DONE!
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\{ Former U.S. Congress-

m‘.f man Peter Goss is the
new head of the Central

Intelligence Agency. In addition
to serving as the CIA Director,
Goss will assume the role as
head of the confederation of 14
other agencies that make up the
U.S. intelligence community.

Porter Goss has been on
the back cover of FLORIDA
FACTS since our magazine
went to a four color, glossy for-
mat in the Spring Issue of 2001.
Director Goss is wearing the
gray suit on the right side of the
EMERGENCY SERVICES
montage and is being shown a
mission sector search plan by
Capt. Donn May during a visit
to the Marco Island Senior
Squadron.

{] The Florida National
Guard requested and did
28 use our Charlotte
County Squadron Head-
quarters Building as their mis-
sion base during their enforce-
ment of the curfew enacted dur-
ing the hurricanes.
()
crews transmitted over
500 Satellite Digital Im-

aging System [SDIS} photos to
the state Emergency Operations

Florida Wing mission air

. (] Private 1st
| m / Class Wil-
(5

Center on a daily basis during the
34 days of hurricanes that hit the
state. Each photo provided the

- coordinates of latitude and longi-

tude for location and recordation
purposes.

liam Morden

of Bravo
Company, 1-14th,
25th Infantry Divi- l
sion returned to :
Florida for two weeks from his
duty in Iraq. He has served over-
seas since January of this year
and was part of a five-week mis-
sion in Najaf which earned him
the Combat Infantry Badge. Fol-
lowing two weeks of rest and re-
laxation, he has returned for as-
signment to Kirkuk. Private Mor-
den was formerly the cadet com-
mander of the Boca Raton Com-
posite Squadron and has been a
member of the CAP for six years.
Morden’s father, Capt. William
Morden, is the commander of the
squadron and Billy’s brother,
Matthew is a CAP cadet who just
completed his first Orientation

Flight.
Y
w‘j det Leadership School will
be held at the Tyndall Air
Force Base from 27 December
2004 to 2 January 2005. Through
a combination of classroom aca-
demics, simulations, exercises,
and personal interaction, students
learn to become executive leaders.
Applications are available from
unit commanders or Lt. Col.
Robert Masiker.

/

The Southeast Region Ca-

0y It’s getting closer and

/4 closer! The CAP Ui-
y‘ form Manual, CAPM
39-1, will be considered
for approval by the National
Board at its winter meeting. The
Operations Committee is con-
sidering the creation of a CAP
Air Medal and CAP Distin-
guished Flying Award. CAP Ca-

det Training Pamphlets are now
available on-line.

\{ CAP has agreed with the
m/ Air Force to become the
& administrative agent of

the Air Force STARBASE Pro-
ject. This project is already un-
derway at Air Force bases
around the country and aims to
provide science and technical
education to at-risk children liv-
ing in the vicinity of Air Force
bases.

() National Commander
m l Dwight Wheless has an-
288 nounced the following

appointments:

e National Chief of Staff-
Col. Larry Kauffman

o National Controller-
Col. George Boyd

o National Finance Officer-
Col. Don Angel

o National Legal Officer-
Col. Richard Chaney

¥ CAP members who were

m‘f engaged in World War
II CAP activities i.e. sub-

marine patrolling, coastal pa-
trolling, target towing, radar/
searchlight team exercises, radio
communications, air fleet main-
tenance, training, etc. are au-
thorized to wear the American
Campaign Ribbon, as approved
by the National Board.
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Take Advantage of Training Opportunities...

We are all still recovering from
probably the most active hurricane
season of our lifetimes in the South-
east. Neighborhoods continue to be a
sea of blue tarp-covered roofs. Re-
pair work remains only partially
completed. People seem reluctant to
put away the plywood
that sits outside by
their windows.

Proudly, the members
of the Southeast Re-
gion came to the aid
of those in Florida and
other areas hard hit by
Charlie, Frances, Ivan,
and Jeanne.

One of the primary
reasons we had the
resources to deal with
a situation of such a large scale, is
that our professional volunteers are
trained and ready. The members of
our organization train on a day-to-
day basis and learn the skills neces-
sary to complete the tasks requested
of us.

All this past training, however, is not
enough. It is up to each of us to con-
tinue to expand our knowledge, our
skill sets, and our drive to succeed.
We are tasked to perform missions in
a variety of venues and, as such, we
need to continue to grow and reach
further to better ourselves.

Our region is fortunate to have a
multitude of training opportunities

WINTER 2004

available to members. Each wing in
our region is doing an outstanding
job providing these training events,
and Florida is no exception. Refer to
this issue of the Florida Facts and
the newly re-designed Florida Wing
website for particular wing-level
educational
opportunities.

Wherever you
receive  your
training, at the
region, wing, or
squadron level,
be proud of
yourself  for
getting  out
there and get-
ting it done.

They say you
can’t teach an old dog new tricks, but
even this ol’ dog admits I still need
to learn things every day. Let me
encourage you, my fellow Floridians
to be a sponge. Soak up all the train-
ing you can. We never know what
tomorrow will hold and we won’t
know if next hurricane season will
rival the one we’ve just seen. (But I
sure hope not...!)

On a personal note, thank you to all
who have wished me well in this new
position as SER Commander. I am
proud to serve in this expanded ca-
pacity, but remain ever grateful for
the friendships and training I re-
ceived from the wonderful people of
Florida.
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From The MAILBAG

- The Editor reserves the right o edi letters for brevity, clarity, good

[

1Lt. Linus Gomez,
Commander
Miami Beach Cadet Squadron

“In answer to a call I made, I received a
return call from a former Group 7 Commander
who presently lives on the Caymen Islands. His
name is Trevor Stewart and he has a Civil Air
Patrol unit on the island. In response to my in-
quiry about damage to his property from Hur-
ricane’s Frances, Ivan and Jeanne he said he
and his wife were okay and the damage to his
house was minimal. They had no power and no
water. He mentioned his area was in great need
of many supplies and he was in the process of
checking with various government agencies to
somehow coordinate some relief efforts.

I mention this because I am sure mem-
bers remember him and his son who was Na-
tional Cadet of the Year in 1998 and are con-
cerned as to how they are faring.”

L 48 4 2 4

“On the 18th of September, 1947, our
nation created the United States Air Force.
Over the last 57 years, the Air Force has
changed dramatically, employing new technol-
ogy and responding to a changing world. To-
day, we plan and fight as a Joint and Total
Force, and the U.S. Air Force is performing all
of its missions superbly, from patrolling the
skies of America, airlifting supplies to Afghani-
stan and fighting in Iragq.

The War on Terrorism is a war we must
win, to preserve our freedoms and protect our
way of life. The U.S. Air Force has a crucial
role in this war, accomplishing vital expedition-
ary and long range combat missions, along with
dozens of other missions critical to our national
security: flying satellites, controlling airfields,
maintaining our ballistic missile fleet, training
technicians and leaders, and many more.
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taste and accuracy: to reject letters: and 1o avoid stander and libel 1o others,

Preserving our liberties takes determination,
hard work and talent. The task is huge, but I
stand completely confident that America’s air-

-men are up to the challenge.

Today’s Air Force inherits a tremendous
legacy: a century of flight and a history of
boundless accomplishments. That legacy is in
very good hands.

On behalf of the Joint Chiefs, to all the
men and women in the United States Air Force
who serve, and have served, I thank you.

Happy Birthday, U.S. Air Force.”
Gen. Richard B. Meyers, USAF.

® o o

To Members of Florida Wing,

In September we started mailing holiday
goodies to the troops. Florida Wing CAP units
adopted deployed military units. By adopting a
unit they were in communication with the front
line or with rear support units. Further they
committed by sending a Share Package filled
with goodies and other needed items and, on oc-
casion, wrote to them with letters and cards.

The Florida Wing under the guidance
and spiritual wisdom of Bishop Lt. Col. Dewey
Painter, has spearheaded this project since 1999
and has increased the efforts each year.

The lives of many of our service people
were touched by the packages, cards, and letters
sent by members of Florida Wing. These efforts
helped to create somewhat of a happy holiday

season for our fighting soldiers.
Chaplain Robert G. Balnicky

® o o

Florida Wing has two new MLO’s and a new
chaplain. Welcome to ML.O’s 1Lts. John
Manard and Charles Shinn and Chaplain 1Lt.
George Ramsaran. Ma<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>